
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Title (Given Name Surname Date of Birth)  

 

You have written to us to let us know that you are considering granting/renewing a licence for a 

firearm/shotgun for this person. We have not interrogated their medical record to assess 

whether or not they are fit to hold a firearms licence. 

 

(If necessary:  

Although I have not reviewed his notes in detail, I note that he has one of the relevant medical 

conditions mentioned. I am therefore raising this as a concern which will need further 

assessment by your medical adviser in order to advise whether they are fit to hold a firearms 

licence. 

Diagnosis/Concern:)  

 

The BMA general practitioner’s committee (GPC) have discussed this matter and have stated 

that the interpretation of medical evidence to assist the Chief Constable in their decision 

regarding the grant or renewal of a firearms or shotgun certificate should be undertaken by an 

appropriately qualified medical practitioner who is not the patient’s General Practitioner. 

 

We cannot provide you with a medical report requiring an opinion, as the assessment of 

behavioural and personality disorders fall outside of our medical expertise. 

 

Our responsibility as the data controller for the patient’s GP record extends only to providing 

you with an appropriate, relevant, and purely factual, medical report in line with the data 

minimisation principle of the GDPR, Article 5(1)(c), and for the sole purpose of assessing 

suitability to hold a firearm in line with the purpose limitation principle of Article 5(1)(b). 

 

We cannot release the patient’s entire medical record to you. 

 

We can however provide you with the following appropriate information: 

 

• Details of any medical conditions that might be relevant to the patient holding a firearms 

certificate 

 

If then not already disclosed, any history of the following: 

 

• Thoughts or threats of self-harm or suicide 

• Depression 

• Stress 

• Anxiety 

• Referral for, or suggestion to seek, anger management therapy 

• Dementia 

• Mania, bipolar disorder, psychotic illness, personality disorder 

• Significant neurological condition 

• Alcohol or drug misuse or dependency 

• Any relevant medication (that might impact on the patient’s capacity to hold/use a firearm 

safely) 
 



 

We will make it clear whether we hold any such information or not, and, if so, will simply 

provide recorded details about any such condition. 

 

This is non-NHS, non-contractual work and accordingly we charge a fee for such a report, which 

would be based upon the volume and complexity of the patient’s record and the time spent by 

the GP in examining it. 

 

You will then be in a position to enable/commission an assessment of the applicant's entitlement 

to hold a firearms certificate to be made by a suitably qualified professional, such as a 

psychiatrist with approval under section 12 of the Mental Health Act 1983 (as amended 2007), 

should you have any concerns based on the information that we have provided. 

 

We will be happy to supply an appropriate, factual report upon receipt of our fee (either from 

you or from the applicant). 

 
Yours sincerely, 

  

 


