
 
lanlmc@lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk 

 
 

Lanarkshire Local Medical Committee Ltd  
Blantyre Health Centre 
Victoria Street 
Blantyre G72 0BS 
 
Telephone: 01698 727558 
Email: lanlmc@lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk 

 

 

Mid May COVID document 

PPE  

Only one third of practices responded to the last Primary Care Services’ survey of PPE 

stocks/requirements. Given the importance of this, it would be helpful if all practices could 

respond to future surveys. This will allow appropriate planning and distribution by 

procurement.  

You will be aware of the recall of Tiger Medical Products: protective goggles and frames; 

replacement supplies should now be with you. 

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/14052020-GP-PPE-

Supply-NSS.pdf 

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/09052020-Tiger-Eye-

Protectors-NHSS.pdf 

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FURTHER-PPE-SUPPLY-

TO-GENERAL-PRACTICE.pdf 

 

B12 (again) 

The British Society of Haematology have unfortunately changed their guidance again.  

https://b-s-h.org.uk/media/18275/bsh-guidance-b12-replacement-covid-

1901052020finalv.pdf 

B12 injections are also recognised in national documentation about standing up services. I 

understand local approaches are being adopted to manage this situation. There are also 

issues with supplies of oral B12.  

 

Shielding update 

The CMO has issued a further update to shielding categories, including renal dialysis and those 

lacking a spleen. He also notes the difficulties the lack of clarity and changing advice is causing. 

It may be appropriate, where you are experiencing conflict, to share the letter. You may also 
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wish to consider a pragmatic approach such as not removing someone from a shielding list. 

The letter highlights that grocery boxes and assistance will not suddenly cease.  

The letter also notes additional Covid codes which will be added to your systems to push data 

on patient contacts and results into the GP record.  

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CMO-Update-Letter-to-

GPs-May-2020-Final-CMO-1.pdf 

 

CHS 6-8 week baby checks 

The medical part of these is on hold at present. Law House will create a final call/recall list for 

practices once the Covid situation has abated to an agreed level to be able to safely resume 

this work. 

 

Enhanced Services 

Nationally, there is a directive that practices should not be financially disadvantaged by Covid. 

Some practices have submitted returns. Some have not. Primary Care Services are currently 

not in a position to process returns so plan to continue to pay practices at 18-19 levels. It is 

possible that a small number of practices will have increased activity and achievement for 

some services over 19-20 and 20-21 despite the impact of Covid. We have been unable to 

reach agreement on practices being able to receive higher payment in this instance. The issue 

will be re-visited in due course.  

 

Medicines Monitoring 

As previously communicated, monitoring schedules have been amended according to the 

linked documentation. Patients have been identified and will be sent an information letter by 

NHSL.  

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-modified-

medicines-monitoring-proposal-final-11.04.2020.docx 

 

Covid funding 

Primary Care Services wish all claim forms and requests for funding use to go to them rather 

than to PSD. Pre-approval will be required for items/works over £500. It may be worth seeking 

additional quotes. We are aware of a vast increase in cost for Perspex (other formulations are 

available) screening pre and post Covid. Other sources of funding may be more appropriate 

for some works/items.  
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Please hold onto claim forms until requested on or around 3rd July.  

PrimaryCareServices@lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk 

 

GDPR and CHI numbers 

Practices have reported patients phoning to ask for their CHI number. Remember you need 

to verify their identity in advance of giving away such information, which might involve a video 

call. Please remind all staff. While they have a right to know this information, our view is that 

where this is required to access COVID testing, the testing service should find an alternative 

mechanism for patient identification that does not impact on GP workload. The CHI is a 

community health index number and is not data owned, or created by the GP.  

 

GP records Data Extracts 

On the subject of GDPR, SGPC and RCGP have agreed on our behalf, with Scottish 

Government, that GP data can be extracted from records for Covid  research and modelling, 

during the pandemic only. I await assurance that this does not make it incumbent on GPs to 

seek out or record Covid test results where they are generated outside of our own workload.  

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CMO-Letter-GP-Extracts-

During-COVID-19-Final-issed-on-14-May-2020.pdf 

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Joint-Letter-SGPC-RCGP-

Covid-19-Data-Extraction-and-Analysis.pdf 

 

CAC and Hub pay 

Primary Care Services are dealing with these payments and are extremely busy. All historic 

payments were signed off on 12/05/20 and should be paid shortly. Where people opt to be 

paid via OOH, payment can be made via Rotamaster with appropriate deductions applied and 

(I’m told) no requirement for claim forms.  

 

Case definition 

Case definition has been updated to include ansomia. Isolation requirements updated to self-

isolation for 7 days from onset of symptoms AND resolution of fever.  

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CMO-letter-

SGHD202014-Case-Definition-Change-Final-18-May-2020.pdf 

 

 

mailto:lanlmc@lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk
mailto:PrimaryCareServices@lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk
https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CMO-Letter-GP-Extracts-During-COVID-19-Final-issed-on-14-May-2020.pdf
https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CMO-Letter-GP-Extracts-During-COVID-19-Final-issed-on-14-May-2020.pdf
https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Joint-Letter-SGPC-RCGP-Covid-19-Data-Extraction-and-Analysis.pdf
https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Joint-Letter-SGPC-RCGP-Covid-19-Data-Extraction-and-Analysis.pdf
https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CMO-letter-SGHD202014-Case-Definition-Change-Final-18-May-2020.pdf
https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CMO-letter-SGHD202014-Case-Definition-Change-Final-18-May-2020.pdf


 
lanlmc@lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk 

 
 

Premises 

Practices in own premises, where reduced use or footfall may have affected water usage, 

should be mindful of the risk of Legionella. The Legionella Control Association have issued this 

guidance.  

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/LCA-Guidance-for-

Members-on-Reopening-Buildings-Legionella-13-05-20.pdf 

 

Care Homes 

The link below provides an update on GP involvement in Care homes, recognising that GPs 

are still the first port of call, unless for Covid symptoms, but should only visit face to face if 

absolutely clinically necessary.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-clinical-and-practice-guidance-for-

adult-care-homes/ 

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Clinical-and-health-care-
support-for-care-homes-residents-during-COVID-19-Pandemic-.pdf 
 
 

Recovery and redesign or mobilisation of services 

SG have written to boards summarising and thanking them for the work done so far mobilising 

services in response to Covid-19. The next phase of work requires boards and services 

(including practices) to consider how they can continue to provide Covid care and surge 

responsiveness, while maintaining social distancing and remote working and prioritising the 

re-introduction of some clinical priorities.  

In the document, specific mention is given to cancer, non-cancer urgent work, outpatient 

therapies where delay increases harm, mental health and treatment room services. Boards 

are asked to consider their local priorities and plans.  

For primary care, specific mention is given to LTC review, adult screening programmes, 

referrals that have been delayed/avoided, ACP work, workforce resilience and readiness for 

flu vaccinations. 

As an LMC and GP Sub we are mindful of areas for concern in the wording of this letter. We 

do not wish to see ‘helping move patients quickly through the system’ reinterpreted as ‘dump 

all unresourced work in primary care ad infinitum’.   We are also keen that the progress of the 

VTP flu delivery programme does not become undone, while being mindful that GPs may need 

to have some involvement in delivery this year, not least due to anticipated increased uptake.  

We plan to be involved in all interface work on mobilisation of services.  
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https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Mobilisation-letter-to-

Chief-Executives-final-version-14-May-2020.pdf 

 

Palliative care guidance and oxygen 

A national document has been released offering guidance on delivering care to those with 

moderate to severe Covid in the community, who are either palliative or for active treatment 

but not wishing to go to hospital. It is our view that these persons should be managed by 

hospital at home teams and that GPs should only be delivering this care by choice if they feel 

clinically competent and have the resources to do so.  

We are in discussion with NHSL particularly regarding oxygen. While it will be helpful to have 

robust, documented processes to source it, we would not wish GPs criticised for having not 

offered a notionally available treatment, along with consideration of thromboprophylaxis and 

s/c fluids, outwith their normal competence, subject to lack of availability or with the 

potential to harm others. Of particular note, SpO2 should be checked qds and assessment 

made of whether oxygen is helping so that it can be withdrawn. Many practical and objective 

considerations must be made and addressed in advance of prescribing.  

As such, it is our position that NHSL should protect its GPs by utilising hospital at home and 

outreach respiratory teams rather than make the GP the default provider of this care. We 

would also suggest the scope should be limited to care homes.  

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Guidance-for-

community-Covid-19-related-care-V1.1-080520.pdf 

 

Pharmacy opening hours 

The linked documents outline opening hours of your local pharmacies as at 11.05.20 

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Pharmaceutical-List-May-

2020.pdf 

https://www.lanarkshirelmc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Covid-OPENING-HOURS-

11-May-2020.xlsx 
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